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Gun Control

Gun control refers to the laws and procedures, which are used in the regulation of manufacturing, trade, possession, modification, or firearms use by civilians. In the US, gun control has been a significant issue with different stakeholders taking strong and extreme stands on the same. Lines are being drawn across the two major political parties, with the democrats preferring stricter gun control regulations while the republicans being against the gun control regulations. Politicians from the two major political factions in the US are also campaigning for the forthcoming elections based on their party's stand. Mike Bloomberg is a case example. He wants to be a Democrat candidate in the 2020 US elections and is championing for stricter gun laws (Hirsch, 2019). The public is also divided regarding the issue of gun ownership; there is no public consensus. 

Opinions of Key Policy Makers

The National Rifle Association, a gun lobbying group in Washington DC, has been lobbying against firearm legislations. They want the people to own guns and use them to protect themselves whenever they are in danger. According to Hirsch (2019), the NRA states that Mike Bloomberg is a hypocrite regarding the issue of gun control. The association says that Bloomberg wants stricter gun regulations, including the failed oppressive gun control rules, while armed bodyguards surround him on a 24/7 basis. The association further views the ownership of guns as a fundamental human right that should be respected. 

Mike Bloomberg is of the view that there should be stricter gun control regulations that ensure guns are in the right hands. According to him, more stringent regulations that include proper background checks should be done before an individual is allowed to own a firearm (Hirsch, 2019). That would ensure that criminals do not get a chance to own a gun legally. The regulations would also lead to a closure in the private sale loophole where individuals can purchase guns from unlicensed sellers. The policy would necessitate retailers to use sales records in tracking guns that have been used for crime. They would also be required to notify the police when persons have been barred from using a gun. 

The democrats prefer strict regulations that would reduce the number of guns that are in the wrong hands. They want the laws to be strengthened as, according to them, that will reduce gun violence. The democrats are also of the opinion that in as much as citizens have a right to owning guns, it should be subject to reasonable regulations. They want background checks to be effectively done on people who want to own guns. 

The republicans are advocates for gun rights as they believe it is a measure for self-defense.  They view gun ownership as a right to people under the second amendment, and all should respect it. According to them, such rights should be respected because the US Supreme Court also recognizes them. 

Public Opinion

The public is divided concerning the regulations that govern gun ownership. Some people support stricter gun regulations, while others believe that everyone has a right to owning guns. For instance, Shannon Watts believes that Bloomberg's views on gun control are bold and will address the crisis in gun violence in the US (Hirsch, 2019). She supports the idea of having stricter regulations that would ensure the deserving people only own guns. Other citizens, mostly the republican supporters, believe owning a gun is a constitutional right that should not be taken away from the people. The public opinion is not the opinion of the public, but rather it is conditioned by policymakers and other elites within the society. For instance, most of the people who support democrats and republicans also support their views regarding gun control.
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